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PRESIDENT WILSON ASKS CONGRESS FOR A *"VOTE OF CONFIDENCE"” AT

b
N HiS rather extraordinary demand made mpon con-

l gress that it ghall immediately declare its views

regarding the nghts of American pansengers on

armed belligerent ships, the presideat has brought to

u hesd = question of vital interest to this republic
and all its citiveng. The question is, how far a presi-
dent may go in his negotintions with foreign nations, in
the direction of war, or of posnible war, without being
under a moral, if mot a legal, obligation to consult
congress and adjust his acts to the will of congress.

There iy a general notion current Lhat the president
has unlimited powers in dealing with foreign nations,
independently of congress It in difficult to say whence
thiz notion came. The constitution gives the president the
power (o make treaties, to appoint and receive ambacas
dors and minisiers. By long usage it hay been under-
stocd that he, and the state department which iz a
part of the executive power, might carry on the mosi
intricate and extended internalionsl negotiations wilh-
out definite responsibility to congress, beyond the con-
stitutional requiremest (hat the semale must ratily
treaiies and diplomatic appointments But there is
nothing in the constitution to prevent congress from
taking action thai may upwset and render voill many of
the acis of the exetutive in relations with foreign
powers.

Expedisncy kos made it the custem in the past te
leave the president free to deal with foreign nations; it
has seemosd 1o the man who have built up our system
of govermment, that in this way the public imterests
would best be conserved, by tending toward consistency
in foreign policy, and avoiding the embarrassments sure
to result from toe frequent and open debates an the
floor of comgresa

But in this, the American system is less democratic
than the British system, under which the ministers
of the crown are directly responsible to parfiament
and to the country. In the British parliament, min-
isters are directly questionsd wpom foreign policies,

and while it in well recognized that a mesponsible
minigtry must keep many things secret in the public
interset, nevertholess in cise of a definite break be-
twaen the legislative branth and the executive branch,
the exscutive gives way, and a general election, or at
least the formation of a new ministry, snsues. A vole
of *“no confidence™ in the British parliament means
the dewnfall of the discredited ministry,

American presidents finding themuedves in the situs-
tion now worrying presidenl Wilson bave ordinarily
conducted their conversations in privale wilh senators
and congreacional leaders, seeking to bring the legixla-
live branch to the white house point of view. President
Wilson takes a more direct, if unnsuul course, by
writing to the ranking member of the commitlee on
ruler, asking for a vole on the pending resolutions,
Congress is jealous of ils prerogatives; the resolutions
are in the foreign affairs commitiee, where they have
been pigeonholed in the beliaf that this course would
please the president. Not so—he wants a vote right
away, It will be interesiing to note how congress
recives Lhe president’s reguest.

There is no question that the uncerfain situatien
in congress is embarrassing the president in dealing
with Germany. There is no doubt about the abstract
justice of the president’s request for defimite action.
But neither {s there any doubt sbout the right of the
congress (o0 declare by resolution itz views upon fareign
affaire. A vote against the president’s views wotld
be a powerful warning to him, and a foreign power,
concerned in Lthe matter, is justified in taking cognirance
of i, even as superior to the presidest’s written mes-
sages through the secretary of state, for the reason
that the president has no independent power to declare
war, which is the final resort of diplomacy.

In this instance, congress will stand by the president,
and the situstion will be clarified, for the time being.
But the incident, a really serious test of politiesl
power and responsibility, otight to warn the president
that there are limits beyond which he must not go

without insuring to himself in advance the overwhelming
support of the congress and the nation, upon whom,
in the last analysis, he must depend for the ratification
of hin executive acls.

- —
A greal desl of charity seems futile and exasperai-
ingly ineffective. The world i= just as sorry an ever
i apite of all that work and money and kindness of
heart towards one's fellow men can go. But s0 long
as the figures show that from 30 to 40 percent of the
need for charily is caused by sickness, that much peed
nt least in genuine and pressing, so charily will have
Lo go on in spite of ity discouragements., Christ waz np
statistician, bul when he said “The poor ye have always
with you,” he knew exactly the need,

— L

In spite of the fact that the people of the United
States do oot profit by it, the wotld learmms new lessons
in thrift every day. A year or so ago mo one ever
thought of any use for seaweed except for mermaid
clothes and jodine. Now the Japanese make a breakiast
100d out of it, an English scientist declares it contains
a goodl fuel oil, and San Diegn is to have a $1,200,000
potagh plant to ulilize the kelp,
———p —
The German government has ordered the nation to
spread its butfer thin, and will issue cards saying how
much butter each person may eat; but so far by strict
conservation the supply of sauerkraut is almost normal
and the food that makes Germany famous will continue
Lo nourish musicians, scientists, statesmen, philosophers,

doctors, and inventors.

Chicago proposes a prudent step in making an or-
dinance limiting “tag” days to two a year. The women
of the city propose that the two shall he, one for sdult
charities and one for the benefit of chiliren's charities.

It has been officially anmownced that the able bodied
women of England will be mobilized to LIl the soil

El Paso’s “Redlight” Closed |

By a single executive act, the mayor of El Paso has
acttially dome what might bave been done at any time
these last 35 years by any officer bound by hix ovath
te enforce the laws of Texas—he has closed the *red-
Light” district, and put an end to the open practice
of prostitution under a sort of protection of the
authorities. Since the beginning of his administration,
mayor Lea has declined to receive the monthly pay-
ments called “fines"—really licenses under a false
name—which in fhe past have been held to give the
women a sori of immunity from prosccution, and which
have made the whole community, in effect, & pariner
in the activities and profits of the “redlight™ distyict,

There is oaly ope thing to be xaid in favor of the
practices of the past in “regulating™ the distnict: that
thers has been little oppertunity for the graft which
Las accompanied the regulation of prostitution in almost
overy other city. The El Pase system, whatever else
may be said about it, was at least open and abuve
board, a matier of record aud public knowledge. In
recemt years, at least, the “redlight™ has not been (he
source of public scandal, in the sense of private graft
being exacted by police officers or municipal executives,

The district shoul§ have been at least rtemoved
from the heart of the cily many, maoy years ago.
Its existence so close to the business csnter has been
very detrimental to the pormal development of the
city. It existed there by favoritism, extended lo certain

roperty owners who were at one time inflnential
zotili:ﬂlly. Conditions changed, the men with the
“oull™ gradually lost their hold, and there was no
longer any incentive to continue the “redlight" in its
old location.

The laws of Texas do oot permit the establishing of
a new “reservation” It is problematical how the
thing will work ont. Certainly the women cannot be

ONCE

(BY H.D. 5.}

permutted Lo ply Lheir trade in residence or husiness
districts, in such o way as (o constifste & public
nuinance. That swuggrests Lhe senzible way to deal with
the whole problem: draw the line al public nuisasce,
aud otherwise keep a close wateh. Prostitution, whether
of men or women, cannot be prevented by law, hut
it can be reduced by honest and rational emforcement
of existing lawn
= e

ghoﬂ Snatches From Everywhere.

e day Vil ls sureousded and the next day he
escapen. —Ralmorbion (Texas) Horald.

man who has s price l&ts the Iag
iTexas) Hearald

T wlften fhe

show. —Hig 5p
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d =il net $5.15
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It Justice Hughes dovsti’t phave those Whiskern
peoples will be calling lim the Carranzs of ihe Unlted
Statew—Amarilio (Texart "snhandle

Mavh if the truth wera known, the s whae
origin the ldex that one gond tarn denorves an-
other had nn ax to grind —Toledeo Blgde.
whi miny bGe also an expert says that
ieh cigareta’ gre mueh better sincs we quit m-
porting them—&an Francisco Chronlola

If m man dances more thay once I an evening
with lils [u'l‘lra; peopie talk abont him. And If he doewn't
danes with her mere than co they talk abeu
—Macony Rews, : : -

It I sald that a Mhlnder mtateymun has just marviat
him -'--nusrt?n?-r*r Ching may ab last be oonaidecsed to
have ecapght up with Oecldental civiination—Provi-
demea Jdournal : — .

The advaneoment of Sir Wiilllam R itober

H tson,

former puntry boy, to the hesd of the British rnllfur;

Ilictoun inveastment nf
worth of fresh vegetlablen

A T Vot

Turk

kystem reqilres o revision of (he old adage. "Blood
will nlll."' If the war s to be won l-"n;l:mul ;rllIBi)w;
it to 1 " il . [

:1".,;:_'7._19: act that "sbility wit) tell,"—Treoma (Wash.)

Eéld Bath Imparts Goose pimples To Human Hide
Is Looked Upon By Thoughtless As Society Fad

| ABE MARTIN|| Mechanical
Movies

“Horse™

Hire Critics
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